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To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  6tii  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Kirkby. 


As  in  previous  years  I would  again  make  reference  to  the  high  percentage  of  those 
in  the  lower  age  groups  in  the  population  of  Kirkby.  This  must  be  kept  in  mind  when 
considering  the  vital  statistics  relating  to  crude  birth  and  death  rates,  as  well  as 
to  death  rates  relating  to  diseases  more  commonly  met  during  the  late  years  of  life. 

In  the  calculation  of  adjusted  rates  the  comparability  factors  provided  by  the 
Registrar  General  are  now  based  on  data  from  the  1961  census.  The  factors  are  calculated 
using  the  structure  of  the  Local  Authority  area  at  the  census  date  as  compared  with 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


The  population  has  again  shown  some  increase  but  this  has  been  in  the  main  from 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  which  was  1004.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  of  21.5  per 
1,000  of  the  population  is  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  18.2  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  The  crude  birth  rate  was  22:2  which  is  a reduction  on  the 
previous  year.  The  adjusted  death  rate  per  thousand^  of  .the  population  was  13 .8  compared 
with  12.2  for  England  and  Wales. 


There  were  38  deaths  amongst  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  compared  with  43 
deaths  during  1962.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  30.3  is  unchanged  from  the  previous 
year.  There  was  a marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  still  births,  16  being  recorded 
compared  with  35  during  the  previous  year,  giving  a rate  for  1963  of  12.6  which 
compares  very  favourable  for  24.2  for  the  previous  year. 


I am  happy  to  report  that  for  the  third  yea,r  in  succession  there  has  been  no 
maternal  deaths  in  Kirkby  and  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  General  Pracititioners, 
Midwives,  Health  Visitors  and  the  Hospitals  for  this  splendid  achievement. 


I regret  to  report  that  there  were  18  deaths  due  to  accidents  an  increase  of  3 
compared  with  1962  and  of  this  9 were  classified  as  road  traffic  accidents. 


1. 


There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  measles  during  the  year  and  a slight  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough.  No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  or  Diphtheria  were 
notified. 


The  39  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  and 
I have  to  report  that  only  two  deaths  occurred  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 


A full  establishment  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  was  maintained  during  the  year 
and  the  rate  of  inspections  was  kept  at  a high  level.  Particular  attention  continued 
to  be  paid  during  the  year  by  the  staff  to  food  hygiene  and  much  effort  has  been 
concentrated  on  the  training  and  education  of  food  handling.  Considerable  time  was 
spent  in  connection  with  Smoke  Control  areas  to  vj^ich  full  reference  is  made  later  in 
the  report.  Comment  is  also  made  concerning  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Circular  No.  69/63  and  its  delaying  effect  on  proposed  Smoke  Control. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  under  review,  the  Public  Health  Inspectoral  staff 
consisted  of : - 

1.  JR  Winstanley,  F A. PHI.,  MRS  H,,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

2.  A. S Crowe,  MAP  HI,  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

3.  J McConnell,  M A PHI.,  District  Public  Health  Inspector. 

4.  L N Biddulph,  M A P H I , District  Public  Health  Inspector. 

5.  J.R  Skillicorn,  M A P.H  I.,  District  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  remainder  of  the  Departmental  staff  consisted  of:  - 
1 Public  Health  Clerk 
1 Shorthand  Typist 
1 Junior  Clerk 

1 Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector 


I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  help  received 
from  Mr.  Winstanley,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  Byron,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  and  from  all  members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


F W.  BUNTING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


2. 


Statistics 


General 

Area  of  the  Urban  District  in  acres  4,688 

Population  estimate  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  June  1963)  56,550 

Density  of  population  (i.e.  Number  of  persons  per  acre)  12.06 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  March,  1964)  according  to  rate  book  11,800 

Rateable  Value  £1,813,836 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  £7,000 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 
Number  of  Births:  Males  653,  Females  600.  1,253 

Crude  Birth  Rate  22.2 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  - Adjusted  21.5 

Number  of  deaths:  Males  129,  Females  120.  249 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  - Crude  4.4 

Adjusted  13.8 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  1004 

Stillbirths  16 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  12.6 

Neo-mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  21.5 

Early  neo-mortality  per  1,000  live  births  21.5 

Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  (under  age  of  one  year)  38 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  births  30.3 

Deaths  from  Influezna  0 

Death  rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the  population  Nil 

Death  rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  .90 

Death  rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  population  .04 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  Nil 

Number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth  Nil 

From  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  Causes  Nil 

Death  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Death  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  Nil 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  hospital,  etc.  61.04 


POP  UL ATI  ON 

The  population  returns  since  1958  are  given  below: - 


Year  Population  Inhabited  Houses  Average  per  house 


1958 

42, 490 

9,  709 

4.  37 

1959 

47, 450 

10, 868 

4.39 

1960 

51, 330 

11, 008 

4.66 

1961 

52,760 

11, 302 

4.67 

1962 

54, 900 

11,544 

4.75 

1963 

56, 550 

11,800 

4.  79 

BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

1,  194 

624 

570 

Illegitimate 

59 

29 

30 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population 17.3 


3. 


Illegitimate  Births 

The  percentage  of  births  which  were  illegitimate  during  each  of  the  past  six 
years  is  as  follows: 


1958 

2.  12 

1959 

2.65 

1960 

4.  08 

1961 

4.  40 

1962 

4.  00 

1963 

4.71 

Infant  Mortality 

The  cause  of  death  of  infants  during  1963  are  recorded  in  the  following: 
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Prematurity 

13 

- 

- 

13 

- 

- 

- 
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13 

Birth  Injury 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 
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Congenital 

Malformations 

2 
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3 

Gastro  Enteritis 
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Other  disease  of 

early  infancy 
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TOTALS 
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2 
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38 

4. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1963. 
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Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

- 
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>- 

- 
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Syphilitic  Disease 

- 
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Diphtheria 
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Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasms  - 

Stomach 

7 

2 

Lung,  broncus 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

12 

Breast 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Uterus 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Other  malignant  and 

Lymphatic  neoplasms 

23 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous 

system 

20 

„ 

_ 

_ 

8 

Coronary  diseases,  Angina 

41 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

15 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

15 

4 

y 

- 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

15 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Other  diseases  of  resp.  system 

3 

•- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  duodenum 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 
diarrhoea 

• 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion 

Congenitial  malformations 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  diseases 

44 

27 

- 

2 

- 

- 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9 

- 

1 

2 

5 

1 

All  other  accidents 

9 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

Suicide 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  War 

- 

- 

” 

- 

- 

- 

■- 

TOTAL 

249 

38 
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58  42 


5. 


over 


Deaths  from  Cancer 

in 

all 

age 

groups 

over  the 

past  six 

years  and 

rates  per 

1, 000 

of  population; 

Age 

i Groups 

Per  1 , 000 

Total 

Year 

1-14  15 

- 

44 

45  - 

64 

65 

and  over 

All 

ages 

Population 
Kirkby  England 

1958 

- 

1 

7 

6 

14 

0.  33 

2.  12 

1959 

- 

4 

11 

9 

24 

0.  50 

2.  14 

1960 

- 

10 

17 

13 

40 

0.77 

2,  16 

1961 

- 

6 

23 

21 

50 

0.  95 

2.  16 

1962 

- 

8 

24 

13 

45 

0.  86 

2.  18 

1963 

1 

7 

24 

19 

51 

0.  90 

2.  18 

Details  of  Cancer 

deaths 

over 

the  past  six  years:- 

Year 

Site 

1- 

14 

15-44 

45-65 

66-74 

75  and 
over 

Per 
1,000 
pop*  n. 

Total 

All  ages 

M.  F. 

1963 

Stomach 

- 

- 

5 

- 

2 

0.12 

3 

4 

Lung  ) 

Bronchus) 

- 

2 

12 

_ 

1 

0.26 

13 

2 

Breast 

- 

4 

- 

- 

0.07 

- 

4 

Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

0.04 

- 

2 

Other  sites 

1 

4 

13 

- 

5 

0.41 

10 

13 

1962 

Stomach 

Lung  ^ 

Bronchus) 

- 

- 

' 2 

3 

1 

0. 11 

5 

1 

- 

5 

11 

2 

- 

0.33 

15 

3 

Breast 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

0,08 

- 

4 

Uterus 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

0.04 

- 

2 

Other  sites 

- 

1 

9 

1 

4 

0.28 

8 

7 

1961 

Stomach 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0, 12 

3 

3 

Lung  ) 

Bronchus) 

_ 

3 

11 

6 

2 

0,42 

19 

3 

Breast 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

0.08 

- 

5 

Uterus 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

Nil 

- 

- 

Other  sites 

- 

1 

10 

5 

1 

0,32 

8 

9 

1960 

Stomach 

- 

3 

4 

1 

2 

0, 19 

8 

2 

Lung  ) 

Bronchus) 

_ 

1 

5 

3 

_ 

0, 17 

9 

_ 

Breast 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

0,06 

- 

3 

Uterus 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

0.02 

- 

1 

Other  sites 

- 

4 

7 

3 

3 

0,33 

8 

9 

1959 

Stomach 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

0,08 

3 

1 

Lung  ) 

Bronchus) 

_ 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

0. 12 

4 

1 

Breast 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

0,04 

- 

2 

Uterus 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

0,04 

- 

2 

Other  sites 

- 

4 

2 

3 

2 

0.23 

5; 

6 

1958 

Stomach 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

0.02 

- 

1 

Lung  ) 

Bronchus) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3 

0, 14 

3 

3 

Breast 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

0.02 

- 

1 

Uterus 

* 

- 

- 

1 

- 

0.02 

- 

1 

Other  sites 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

0.12 

1 

4 

6 


Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  system 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  from 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  which  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  together 
with  corresponding  data  for  England  and  Wales; - 


Disease 

Kirkby 

England  & 

Influenza 

0.  00 

0.  068 

Pneumonia 

0.  26 

0.  301 

Bronchitis 

0.  26 

0.  751 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

0.  05 

0.  883 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

0.  26 

0.  520 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0.  03 

0.  348 

Details  of  deaths  due  to  accidents: 

(a)  Cause  of  accidental  deaths  in  age  groups  - 1963. 


under 

1 - 4 

5 - 14 

15  - 44 

45  - 64 

65  - 74 

75 

years 

and 

Cause 

1 year 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

over 

All 

ages 


Road  ' 

Traffic  accidents 

- 

- 

1 7 

1 

- 

9 

Palls 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Drowning 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Coal  i 

gas  poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Other 

accidental  deaths 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

4 

Works 

accidents 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j- 

(b) 

Principal  causes 

of  accidental 

deaths  during  the  year  1963. 

ALL  CAUSES 

ROAD  TRAFFIC 

WORKS 

18 

9 

- 

The 

following  tables  summarize 

the  vital  statistics  of  the 

District: - 

LIVE 

BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

1, 000 

Number 

1,000 

Number 

1, 000 

Number 

total 

Year 

Registered 

pop’  n. 

Registered 

pop’ n. 

Registered 

births 

1958 

901 

28.  3 

141 

4.  4 

30 

32.  2 

1959 

1432 

30.  2 

206 

4.  3 

41 

27.  8 

1960 

1471 

28.7 

239 

4.7 

48 

31.6 

1961 

1432 

27.  1 

241 

4.  6 

31 

21.  2 

1962 

1410 

25.  7 

252 

4.  6 

35 

24.  2 

1963 

1253 

22.  2 

249 

4.4 

16 

12.  6 

MATERNAL 

MORTALITY 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Total 

Neo  - 

natal 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000 

1,000 

1, 000 

deaths 

total 

No.  of 

live 

No.  of 

live 

Year 

Registered 

births 

births  reg. 

births 

births  reg. 

births 

1958 

Nil 

Nil 

33 

36.0 

26 

24.  4 

1959 

Nil 

Nil 

53 

37.  0 

35 

24.  4 

1960 

2 

1.32 

55 

37.  4 

34 

23.  1 

1961 

Nil 

Nil 

41 

28.6 

26 

18.  2 

1962 

Nil 

Nil 

43 

30.  5 

30 

21. 3 

1963 

Nil 

Nil 

38 

30.  3 

27 

21. 5 

7 


Vital  Statistics 


The  following  provisional  figures  based  on  the 

Registrar  General’ s 

Quarterly  Return 

of  birth  and  death  rates,  together  with  case  rates 

for  certain  infectious  diseases  for 

England  and  Wales  are  shown  together  with  corresponding  data  in  respect 

of  the  Urban 

District  of  Kirkby. 

England  and 

Urban  District 

Wales 

of  Kirkby 

Rates  per 

Rates  per 

1,000 

1, 000 

population 

population 

Births  Live  births 

18  2 

21,  5 

Still  births 

17.3(a) 

12, 6(a) 

0.32 

0 28 

Deaths  All  causes 

12  2 

13,8 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

0.  063 

0,  04 

Respiratory 

0 056 

0.  04 

Non-respiratory 

0,  007 

Nil 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

2.  18 

0.  90 

Lung  and  bronchus 

0.  52 

0,  26 

Other  cancer 

1. 66 

0,  06 

Maternal  mortality  (total) 

0, 28(a) 

0 000 

Maternal  causes  (excluding  abortion) 

0, 22(a) 

0,  000 

Due  to  abortion 

0, 06(a) 

0 000 

Infant  mortality 

20.9(b) 

30. 3 

Neo-natal  mortality 

14.2(b) 

21, 5 

Notifications  (corrected) 

Typhoid  fever 

0.  005 

0,  000 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.  007 

0,  000 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.  013 

0.  159 

Scarlet  fever 

0.  371 

0,  40 

Whooping  cough 

0 739 

2,54 

Diphtheria 

0.  001 

0.  000 

Erysipelas 

0.  037 

0,  000 

Smallpox 

0.  000 

0 000 

Measles 

12.783 

7,  19 

Acute  pneumonia 

0.  301 

0.  282 

Acute  poliomyelitis  - 
Paralytic 

0.  001 

0.  000 

Non-paralytic 

0.  000 

0.000 

Acute  encephalitis  - 

Infective 

0.  003 

0,  000 

Post-infectious 

0 004 

0.  000 

Dysentery 

0 675 

1 450 

Pood  Poisoning 

0,  125 

1,538 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

0.  138 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  - 
Respiratory 

0,  348 

0.  68 

Meninges  & C, N. S, 

0.  003 

0 001 

Other 

0.  052 

0,  000 

Anthrax 

0.  000 

0,  000 

(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  live  births. 
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Prevalance  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 
(i)  Notifiable  Disease  during  the  year  1963. 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Paratyphoid 
Dysentery 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Acute  Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Enteric  Fever 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Polioencephalitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  - 
Paralytic 
Non-paralytic 
Food  Poisoning 
Tuberculosis  - 

(a)  Pulmonary  (M) 

(F) 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  (M) 

(F) 


Total  cases 
notified. 

23 

82 

16 

1 

9 

407 

144 


87 

25 

14 


•Acute  Pneumonia  - Not  including  bronchial  pneumonia. 


Total 

Deaths 


6 


1 


2 


(ii)  Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  Age  Groups 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Total 
cases 
at  all 
ages 

0- 

1- 

Total 

2- 

Cases 

3- 

Not  if  ied 

4-  5-  10- 

9 14 

15- 

24 

25 

and 

over 

Age 

unknown 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

- 

1 

4 

1 

3 

12 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

144 

45 

16 

21 

16 

16 

28 

1 

- 

1 

“ 

Paralytic 

» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Non-paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  (excluding 

rubella) 

407 

30 

67 

71 

64 

59 

113 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

82 

7 

5 

13 

5 

2 

21 

4 

9 

13 

3 

Meningococcal  Infection 

9 

2 

4 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- i 

- 

Opthalmic  neonatorum 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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(iii)  Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  Age  Groups  - Cont. 


Total 
cases 
at  all 

0- 

6- 

15- 

45- 

65 

and 

Age 

ages 

5 

14 

44 

64 

over 

Unknown 

Acute  Pneumonia  (prim  and 

infl"  zal) 

16 

7 

5 

2 

1 

1 

- 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

* ' 

- 

- 

Acute  encephalitis: 

Infective 

. 

Post-infective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  or  typhoid  fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  fevers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. ■ i 

- 

- 

Food  poisoning 

89 

12 

29 

39 

9 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis: 

Respiratory 

39 

8 

11 

13 

q 

1 

Meninges  and  C N, S, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Others 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  notifiable  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

There  was  one  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during  the  year  1963. 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

There  were  no  cases  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year  under  review. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  all  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1963 
will  be  found  in  the  following  table: - 


Age  periods, 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

Non-Pulmonary 

years 

M 

F 

M F 

Under  5 

years 

6 

2 

- 

5-14 

years 

5 

6 

- 

15  - 24 

years 

1 

- 

- 

25  - 44 

years 

7 

5 

- 

45  - 64 

years 

5 

1 

=■ 

65  upwards 

1 

- 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M F M F 


1 


1 


TOTALS  25  14 


2 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
compared  with  the  previous  year  but  the  total  is  not  untoward  considering  the  large 
number  of  cases  rehoused  in  the  area. 


Laboratory  Facilities 


There  were 

1096  routine 

specimens  submitted  to  the 

Public  Health 

Laboratory 

for 

bacteriological 

examinations, 

made  up  of  the 

following: 

Various 

Ice- 

Faeces Nose 

Throat 

Urine 

Foods 

cream 

Misc. 

Total 

969  25 

29 

Nil 

14 

42 

17 

1096 

Note:  Of  the  ice-cream  samples  referred  to  above  all  were  submitted  for  the 

Methylene  Blue  Test.  The  results  are  referred  to  in  the  particular 
paragraph  on  ice-cream  on  page  17. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

A record  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  as  follows: 


Defects  or  Nuisances: - 

Number  discovered  659  (including  housing  defects). 


Number  abated 

586 

Number  being  dealt  with 

73 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 

453 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served 

Nil 

Number  of  legal  proceedings  taken 

Nil 

Number  of  premises  visited 

6,  277 

Number  of  visits  made 

7,  208 

Premises  kept  under  observation 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
inspections 

Factories 

122 

103 

Food  Premises 

165 

749 

Mobile  Food  Hawkers 

25 

321 

Shops  selling  ice-cream 

15 

31 

Caravans  (including  gypsy  type  caravans) 

3 

59 

Visits  to  premises  where  infectious 

diseases  have 

occurred 

500 

1,425 

(inc.  dysen- 
tery invest 
igations) . 

Nos.  of  premises  disinfected  after 

cases  of 

infectious  disease 

- 

-X 

Schools 

12 

12 

11. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department.  A weekly  collection  has 
been  maintained  throughout  the  district  in  all  domestic  properties.  In  addition  there 
is  a twice  weekly  collection  in  all  shops  and  schools. 

During  the  year  an  outside  firm  of  work  study  consultants  carried  out  an 
investigation  with  a view  to  the  introduction  of  an  incentive  bonus  scheme  for  refuse 
collection  staff.  Subsequently  in  November  a bonus  scheme  was  introduced  the  effect  of 
which  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  rounds  by  one.  At  the  same  time  the  number  of  loaders 
engaged  in  each  “'domestic  round'  was  reduced  from  6 to  5.  The  maximum  bonus  which  can 
be  earned  by  each  team  is  approximately  30  per  cent,  of  the  basic  weekly  earnings. 
Afer  various  initial  difficulties  the  scheme  has  been  successfully  introduced  and  the 
number  of  staff  employed  by  the  Refuse  Collection  Department  has  been  reduced  from  49 
to  36. 

As  in  1962  the  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  has  been  successfully  continued. 
As  in  previous  years  I would  like  to  emphasize  that  salvage  collection  is  considered 
as  part  of  the  refuse  collection  service.  The  salvaging  of  paper  and  other  materials 
is  preferable  to  the  disposal  of  this  material  on  the  refuse  disposal  tip  where  it  can 
give  rise  to  the  possibility  of  fires  caused  by  children  and  youths  trespassing  on 
the  tip.  It  is  also  true  to  say  that  the  collection  of  salvage  in  this  way  lengthens 
the  use  of  tipping  space  which  is  otherwise  in  short  supply. 

The  collection  of  bulk  trade  refuse  from  factories  has  continued  to  expand.  This 
work,  which  is  carried  out  on  a repayment  basis,  is  an  important  contribution  to  the 
health  service  of  this  Authority. 

( 

DISINFESTATION  \ 

Eighteen  dwellings  were  treated  for  verminous  infestations.  In  addition,  as  in 
previous  years,  householders  have  been  encouraged  to  carry  out  disinfestation  themselves 
on  a smaller  scale  and  have,  for  this  purpose,  been  supplied  with  suitable  insecticides. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

One  whole-time  rodent  operator  is  employed  by  the  Local  Authority.  During  the  year 
the  rodent  operator  resigned  to  take  up  a supervisory  rodent  control  post  in  another 
Local  Authority.  Another  member  of  the  public  health  department  staff,  already  trained 
in  rodent  control,  and  who  had  acted  as  a reserve  operator,  was  appointed  to  the 
post  on  a permanent  basis.  Steps  were  taken  to  train  a further  reserve  operator.  The 
new  operator,  since  his  permanent  appointment,  attended  a further  course  of  instruction 
organised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  period  under  review  is  as  follows: 

Type  of  Property 


Non-Agricultural 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All 

other 

Agricultural 

(a) 

No.  of  properties 

in  district 

11,676 

1,298 

27 

(b) 

No.  of  properties 

inspected 

312 

456 

4 

(c) 

Total  inspections 

carried  out 

(including  re-inspections) 

674 

608 

52 
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Non 

-Agricultural 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All 

other 

Agricultural 

(d) 

No.  of  properties  inspected  which 
are  found  to  be  infested  by: - 

Rats  - major 

Nil 

10 

1 

minor 

50 

12 

1 

Mice  - major 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

minor 

262 

44 

Nil 

(e) 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated 

312 

66 

2 

(f) 

Total  treatments  carried  out 

(including  retreatments) 

474 

183 

58 

(g) 

No.  of  “Block8  control  schemes 

carried  out 

33 

Nil 

Nil 

(h) 

The  usual  six  monthly  testing  and  treatment 

of  the  sewerage 

in  the 

district  has 

been  carried  out.  There  is  a complete  freedom  of  infestation  in  the  sewerage 
system.  The  sewer  treatment  involved  211  manholes  and  430  visits. 

During  the  year  continued  efforts  were  made  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  local 
farmers  and  factory  managements  to  ensure  that  their  premises  were  regularly  treated 
against  rodent  infestations.  Improvements  in  this  respect  have  continued  to  be 
maintained  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  are  now  17  contracts  involving 
£205  Os.  0d.  accepted  by  this  Authority. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936  - 1963. 

There  has  been  no  action  under  this  legislation  for  closures  of  any  properties 
nor  have  any  clearance  areas  been  declared.  The  Liverpool  Corporation  have,  however, 
demolished  eight  old  dwellings.  This  Authority  has  demolished  two. 

Whilst,  as  stated  above,  there  has  been  no  of f icial  action  under  the  housing  Acts, 
considerable  repair  work  has  been  carried  out  on  both  old  and  new  properties.  This 
work,  which  has  been  carried  out  following  upon  informal  action,  has  involved  744 
inspections  and  has  secured  the  repair  of  279  dwellings. 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

There  have  been  no  applications  for  'Certificates  of  Desrepair8  during  the  year 
under  review. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

All  incidences  of  excessive  smoke  were  investigated  and  managements  interviewed. 
As  in  previous  years  the  department  has  received  the  fullest  co-operation  from  factory 
managements  and  in  consequence  the  emission  of  smoke  from  factories  has  now  been 
reduced  considerably.  During  the  year  two  "Notices  of  Proposals  to  Install  new  Boilers' 
were  received  and  duly  noted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3 of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 
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This  Authority  continues  to  be  an  active  member  of  the  West  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  which  consists  of  representatives  of  all  Merseyside 
Authorities.  Your  representatives  during  the  year  under  review  were  J.R.  Winstanley, 
MRSH.PAPHI,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Councillor  Mrs.  E.B.  Rose, 
J P As  the  committee  members  are  no  doubt  aware  the  prime  object  of  this  Committee 
is  to  co-ordinate  the  Smoke  Control  plans  of  the  constituent  Authorities. 


It  was  hoped  during  the  year  under  review  to  submit  for  consideration  the  Kirkby 
(No. 4)  Smoke  Control  Order  covering  Northwood.  The  effect  of  this  Order  would  have 
been  virtually  to  complete  the  smoke  control  of  the  whole  of  the  domestic  part  of  the 
Urban  District.  Unfortunately,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  submit  this  Order  because 
of  the  change  in  the  fuel  supply  situation. 


As  members  are  no  doubt  aware,  on  the  17th  December,  1983,  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  issued  circular  number  89/63.  The  circular  indicated  that 
the  Minister  of  Power  held  the  view  that  in  view  of  the  rapid  technological  changes  in 
the  gas  industry  affecting  the  future  production  of  gas  coke,  there  was  a need  to 
re-assess  the  probable  availability  of  different  smokeless  fuels  in  Great  Britain 
during  the  next  10  years.  The  results  of  this  re-assessment  have  been  two-fold. 
Firstly,  a limitation  of  the  use  of  future  gas  coke  supplies  to  existing  smoke  control 
areas  and  secondly  a revision  of  grant  arrangements.  The  effect  on  all  this  has  been 
to  delay  the  making  of  a Smoke  Control  Order  to  cover  areas  numbered  8,  9,  10  and  14 
as  set  out  in  the  following  details  or  proposed  and  operative  smoke  control  areas. 
It  is  now  necessary  to  obtain  assurances  from  the  Gas  Board  and  producers  of  other 
fuels  suitable  for  use  in  approved  open  grate  applicances,  that  such  supplies  will  be 
available  for  use  in  the  grates  already  installed  in  the  proposed  areas  which  include 
Northwood,  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  report  no  such  assurances  have  been  received 
but  discussions  are  still  taking  place.  In  the  event  of  no  such  assurances  being 
received  it  will  be  necessary,  as  a result  of  any  future  Smoke  Control,  to  ensure 
the  co-operation  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  in  replacing  the  existing  approved  open 
grates  with  appliances  suitable  for  burning  hard  coke  or  using  gas  or  electric  supplies. 
This  latter  operation  is  likely  to  involve  this  Authority  in  a grant  aid  expenditure 
of  approximately  £30,000. 


The  Clean  Air  programme  which  was  formulated  towards  the  end  of  1959  is  now  well 
advanced  and.  with  the  virtual  exception  of  Northwood,  is  complete.  Whether  an  Order 
is  subsequently  made  allowing  the  use  of  the  existing  coke  grate  insets  in  Northwood 
or  other  alternatives  I do  feel  that  the  smoke  control  plans  of  this  Authority  should 
proceed  with  all  possible  speed  to  ensure  the  completion,  as  early  as  possible  of  the 
Authority' s Clean  Air  programme. 
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Quarryside  Drive,  Simonswood  Lane,  New  County  Road,  Old  Likely  to  b e 

Rough  Lane,  Minstead  Avenue,  Quarryside  Drive.  107.5  1202  21  - 1965/6(1 
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Boundary  Kirkby  Urban  District  and  West  Lancashire  Rural 
District  at  junction  with  Bank  Lane  and  following  boundary 
north  east  and  then  south  east  to  junction  with  railway, 

School  Lane,  Bank  Lane  to  junction  with  boundary  of  Kirkby  Likely  to  b e 
Urban  District.  262.9  5 1 - 1965/66 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


The  number  of  dwellings  using  privy-middens  is  five  whilst  the  number  of  premises 
using  pail  closets  is  twenty-two. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

The  provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  were  invoked  on 
one  occasion.  This  involved  the  burial  of  the  body  of  an  newly  born  infant.  The  body 
had  been  found  by  the  police  abandoned  in  the  Northwood  area.  The  total  cost  of  the 
funeral  arrangements  was  £5  Os.  Od. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Since  1953  the  area  included  within  the  Urban  District  has  formed  part  of  a 
"specified  area9.  This  means  that  all  "dealers”  who  retail  milk  in  the  district  must 
sell  only  "designated  milks9,  i.e.  Pasteurised,  Sterilised,  or  Tuberculin  Tested. 

As  in  former  years  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  retail  supply  of  milk 
within  this  district  is  supplied  by  dairies  situate  outside  the  district.  There  is  one 
"depot"  on  the  Kirkby  Trading  Estate  which  is  owned  by  one  of  the  above-mentioned  firms 
from  which  milk  is  delivered  to  Kirkby  residents  on  a daily  basis.  There  is  one  milk 
pasteurising  and  sterilising  plant  within  the  district  and  this  is  frequently  inspected 
by  this  department  and  also  by  the  County  Sanitary  Officer,  who  for  the  time  being  is 
responsible  for  the  sampling  of  milk  and  also  for  the  inspection  of  the  "heat  treatment" 
plant.  These  latter  functions  are  being  carried  out  by  this  Officer  on  behalf  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  in  its  capacity  of  "Food  and  Drugs  Authority" . Following  upon 
the  census  which  was  conducted  in  April  1961,  arrangements  have  now  been  made  with  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  for  these  last  mentioned  functions  to  become  the  responsibility 
of  this  Authority  as  from  the  1st  April,  1964. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  by  the  Public  Health  Department  concerning  the 
delivery  of  milk  in  dirty  bottles  has  continued  to  drop.  Where  such  complaints  have 
been  received  they  have  fully  investigated  in  collaboration  with  the  neighbouring 
authorities  and  the  seriousness  of  such  conditions  have  continued  to  be  stressed  on  the 
"dairies"  concerned.  Although  there  is  a reduction  in  the  number  of  this  type  of 
complaint  I would  again  like  to  emphasize  the  desireability  of  the  public  adopting  the 
practice  of  rinsing  all  milk  bottles  in  clean  water  after  use  and  previous  to  their 
return  to  the  dairy. 

ICE  CREAM 

Forty-two  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

The  results  were  classified  as  follows: - 

Grade  Samples 

1 29 

2 9 

3 

4 4 

Total  42  samples 
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These  samples  were  taken  from  street  trading  vehicles  and  from  one  ice  cream 
factory  situated  in  the  district. 

Ice  cream  is  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  in  order  to  ascertain  its 
general  bacteriological  standard  of  cleanliness.  It  is  not  a test  to  ascertain  the 
presence  of  any  particular  organism.  In  interpreting  these  results,  it  can  be  consider e d 
that  grades  1 and  2 are-,  satisfactory.  Samples  of  ice-cream  continually  reported  as  grade 
3 should  be  the  subject  of  an  investigation,  whilst  on  the  other  and  any  grade  4 results 
should  be  investigated  without  delay  as  a matter  of  urgency.  In  all  cases  the  necessary 
investigations  have  taken  place. 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year  under  review  only  4 (9.5%)  samples  out  of  4 2 
fell  into  the  Methylene  Blue  grade  3 or  4 categories.  As  in  the  case  of  last  year  this 
represents  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year's  figures  of  7 (13%)  out  of  53.  Three 
of  the  four  unsatisfactory  samples  were  made  at  factories  situate  outside  the  district. 
Investigations  in  the  course  of  manufacture  in  the  neighbouring  authorities  indicate 
grade  1 results  in  the  factory.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  deterioration  of 
standard  of  cleanliness  results  from  distribution.  In  each  case  the  traders  involved 
were  interviewed  and  the  question  of  food  hygiene  during  distribution  was  stressed. 


STORAGE,  PREPARATION  AND  SALE  OF  FOOD 

The  department  continued  to  place  very  great  importance  on  the  supervision  of 
premises  involved  in  the  storage,  preparation  and  sale  of  food.  1,142  visits  were 
made  to  892  premises.  These  figures  are  an  increase  on  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  15  premises  continued  to  be  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
and  4 for  the  manufacture  of  sausages.  In  addition  to  the  above  there  is  one  ice=cream 
factory  in  the  area.  There  were  33  inspections  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  or  manufacture  of  sausages  etc. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  under  review  it  was  estimated  that  there  were 
approximately  30  mobile  food  traders  still  operating  in  the  district  and  during  the 
year  319  visits  were  made  to  these  mobile  food  vehicles.  In  this  connection  the  term 
mobile  food  hawker  includes  mobile  ice-cream  hawkers. 

During  the  year  under  review  one  hawker  of  food  was  twice  successfully  prosecuted 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951,  for 
trading  as  a hawker  whilst  not  being  registered.  The  registration  of  the  mobile 
hawker  had  been  previously  revoked  during  1962  on  account  of  conditions  prevailing  in 
the  vehicle  which  were  prejudicial  to  the  public  health.  A second  food  hawker  was 
invitied  to  appear  before  the  Health  Committee  to  show  cause  why  his  registration 
should  not  be  cancelled  on  the  grounds  of  danger  to  the  public  health.  Subsequently 
the  hawker  concerned  appeared  before  the  Committee  and  after  receiving  certain 
assurances  from  the  trader  it  was  resolved  to  permit  him  to  continue  to  trade.  There 
are  now  only  approximately  25  mobile  food  traders  operating  in  the  area.  Iam  confident 
that  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  mobile  traders  has,  to  a large  extent,  been  brought 
about  by  the  continued  efforts  of  the  public  health  department  in  enforcing  a strict 
standard  of  hygiene. 

The  attention  of  the  department  has  continued  to  be  focused  on  the  operation  of 
all  large  canteens,  both  at  factories  and  schools  and  there  has  continued  to  be  a very 
good  liaison  be-tween  the  department  and  the  managements  concerned. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  following  unwholesome  food 

Food 

Beef 

Mutton 

Bacon 

Offal 

Bottled  and 
canned  foods 

Miscellaneous 


was  condemned  during  the  year:- 

Weight 
493  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

31216  lbs. 

85  lbs. 

3281  Retail  containers 
249  lbs. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959, 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

NUMBER  OF 

Number  on  Written 

Premises  Registered  Inspections  Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Section  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 to  be  enforced  by  1 2 Nil  Nil 

Local  Authorities. 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


(ii)  Factories  not  incLvide.d 
in  (i)  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  121  101  Nil  Nil 

Local  Authority. 


(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Authority  (excluding 
out-works  premises) 


Total  122  103  Nil  Nil 
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(2)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on 
two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or 
more  “cases'). 


Particulars 

Number  of 

defects 

Found  Remedied 

Cases  in  which 

were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H. M, 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S  2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S  3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S  4) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Others 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S  6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  for  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

Outwork 

(Section  110  and  111) 


SECTION  110 

SECTION  111 

No.  of  out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 

No.  of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure  to 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 

Nature of 

by  Section 

the 

supply 

wholesome 

Notices  Prose- 

work 

110(1)  (c) 

Council 

lists 

premises 

Served  cut ion 

Wearing  apparel 

(Making  etc. ) 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Cosaques, 

Christmas  Stockings  etc. 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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